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HONORING THE MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY VALOR AWARD WINNERS 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure today to rise and bring to the 
attention of my colleagues some very special 
public safety personnel in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Maryland. Every year, the Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce honors police 
officers and fire fighters who have shown the 
highest level of dedication to their noble du-
ties. These individuals are being honored on 
April 14, 2000 at the 1999 Public Safety 
Awards Luncheon. 

The Valor Awards honor public service offi-
cials who have demonstrated extreme self-
sacrifice, personal bravery, and ingenuity in 
the performance of their duty. There are five 
categories: The Gold Medal of Valor; The Sil-
ver Medal of Valor; The Bronze Medal of 
Valor; The Honorable Mention Award; and The 
Bernard D. Crooke, Jr. (Police) and Leslie B. 
Thompson (Fire and Rescue) Community 
Service Award. 

The Sliver Medal of Valor is awarded in rec-
ognition of acts involving great personal risk. 
The Silver Medal of Valor Award Winners for 
1999 are: Police Officer 1 Valentine Schiller, 
Police Officer 1 Peter Sheng, Police Officer 3 
Stephen Matthews, and Police Officer 3 Curtis 
Jacobs. 

The Bronze Medal of Valor is awarded in 
recognition of acts of bravery involving un-
usual personal risk beyond that which should 
be expected while performing the usual re-
sponsibility of the member. The Bronze Medal 
of Valor Award Winners for 1999 are: Police 
Officer 3 Brian Dillman, Police Officer 3 
Claude Onley, Sergeant Dom Fazio, Lieuten-
ant Daniel Irvine, Firefighter/Paramedic 3 
Sherry Hohl, Firefighter/Rescuer 3 Ernest 
Farkas, and Firefighter/Rescuer 3 Jody 
Nightengale. 

The Honorable Mention Award is awarded 
for acts that involve personal risk and/or dem-
onstration of judgment, zeal, or ingenuity not 
normally involved in the performance of duties. 
The Honorable Mention Award Winners for 
1999 are: Lieutenant Michael Garvey, Ser-
geant Robert Phillips, Police Officer 3 Edward 
Tarney, Police Officer 3 Robert Hunt, Police 
Officer 1 Theresa Durham, Police Officer 3 
Robin M. Dyer, Firefighter/Rescuer 3 Kirk 
Risinger, Firefighter/Rescuer 2 Stephen 
Batdorff, Firefighter/Rescuer 3 Anthony Veith, 
firefighter/Rescuer Larry Lewis, and Fire-
fighter/Rescuer 3 Douglas Hinkle. 

The Community Service Award is awarded 
for dedication and initiative above and beyond 
the call of duty over a period of time without 
compensation, that has affected and bene-
fitted the citizens of Montgomery County. The 

Bernard D. Crooke, Jr. Community Service 
Award Winner for 1999 is Police Officer 2 
Charles J. Welter. The Leslie B. Thompson 
Community Service Award Winner for 1999 is 
Fire and Rescue Department Communications 
Manager Mary Marchone. 

Due to the dedicated efforts of these public 
servants who place the safety and well-being 
of others above their own, Montgomery Coun-
ty is a better place to live. They have rightfully 
earned the highest appreciation and respect 
from myself, the members of the Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce, and from all 
the people of our community whose lives they 
have touched. I know my colleagues will join 
me in thanking these heroes for a job well 
done.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY SUB-
MARINE FORCE 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
April 11, 2000, marked the centennial anniver-
sary of the United States Navy Submarine 
Force. To commemorate this unique event, I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the thousands of sailors who have gal-
lantly served our nation as members of this 
elite group. 

April 11, 1900 ushered in the birth of this 
outstanding American Naval Force, which has 
proven its undeniable worth through every 
major military endeavor our country has asked 
the Navy to address. In World War II alone, 
the Navy Submarine Force scored the most 
complete victory of any force in any theater of 
war by destroying 1,314 ships between 1939 
and 1945. Out of 16,000 submariners, the 
force lost 375 officers and 3,131 enlisted men 
in fifty-two submarines, the lowest casualty 
rate of any combatant submarine service on 
any side in the conflict. 

Now capable of firing missiles from a 
vertical launch system, the Navy’s Los Ange-
les class SSNs have proven very useful in the 
more restricted spaces of modern littoral war 
at sea. Submarine launched Tomahawks have 
proven extraordinarily effective in a variety of 
combat operations starting with Desert Storm. 

With a drastically reduced force, subma-
riners still manage to conduct both inde-
pendent tactical and strategic patrols, as well 
as renewed joint operations with carrier battle 
groups. Without a doubt, the United States 
Navy Submarine force continues to be one of 
the most valuable components to our nation’s 
well-being and security. 

Thank you for your tireless effort, dedica-
tion, and contribution to America’s continued 
prosperity and happy anniversary.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF WASHINGTON MEDICAL 
SCHOOL 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I commend 
the fine folks at the University of Washington 
Medical School for doing an exemplary job of 
preparing doctors and medical personnel for 
our future. 

This year, The U.S. News and World Report 
rated the University of Washington Medical 
School as the TOP primary care medical 
school in our country. This Medical School has 
been their top choice for the past seven years. 
In choosing to recognize the University of 
Washington, The U.S. News and World Report 
looked at the school’s excellent reputation, the 
quality of the research conducted by its stu-
dents and faculty, and the low faculty to stu-
dent ratio among other criteria. I would like to 
add to this that the University of Washington 
Medical School is also the leading teaching 
hospital in the five-state northwestern region 
of our country. 

I am particularly impressed by the specific 
programs within the Medical School that The 
U.S. News and World Report recognized for 
excellence. The University of Washington 
Medical School has the best family medicine 
program and the best rural medicine program 
in our country. Its programs for women’s 
health, AIDS, Pediatrics and Geriatrics are 
rated in the top five in our country. It also 
boasts leading nursing, physician assistant 
and dental programs. 

To me, this means that the facility and ad-
ministration at the University of Washington 
Medical School is producing the very best of 
the doctors who will care for our families, our 
parents and our children. I know that the stu-
dents who attend the Medical School will 
spread out across our country bringing the 
wisdom and the skills that they learned at the 
University. Like all doctors, the graduates of 
the University of Washington Medical School 
maintain the gift of life. Unlike most, they have 
had the privilege of attending the best Medical 
School in the nation. I am proud that this insti-
tution graces the state that I represent and I 
commend all who have made the Medical 
School into what it is today.
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